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Business park plan 
moving forward
 The Putnam County 
Commission and the City 
of Cookeville have passed 
resolutions authorizing 
application for a Certifi cate of 
Public Purpose and Necessity 
from the Tennessee Board of 
Economic Growth building 
fi nance committee to develop 
a business park in Putnam 
County. The certifi cate is 
required before the city or 
county can issue bonds to 
fi nance the project.

Dutch Craft Sleep 
awarded grant
 Incumbent Worker Training 
grants assist existing 
employers with training needs 
associated with skills upgrades 
for their employees. A grant 
for $12,046 has been awarded 
to Celina-based Dutch Craft 
Sleep Products LLC, which was 
featured in the June issue of 
the CBJ.

Rogers acquires 
Tennessee Asphalt
 Rogers Group, the nation’s 
largest privately held crushed 
stone producer and a major 
asphalt producer and highway 
contractor, has acquired 
Knoxville-based Tennessee 
Asphalt Company, founded 
in 1953. Rogers Group, 
headquartered in Nashville, 
is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary this year and 
employs 1,500 people in fi ve 
states. It operates numerous 
facilities within the Upper 
Cumberland.

Initials Interiors 
receives award
 Initials Interiors Inc., also 
known as Mario & Marielena, 
has been selected for the 2008 
Best of Cookeville Award in 
the textile category by the 
U.S. Local Business Association 
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U.C. offi cials fi nd 
opportunity on 
Volkswagen trade 
mission to Germany
CLAUDIA JOHNSON
Editor-In-Chief

Tennessee’s delegation has 
returned from the Governor’s 
Trade Mission to Germany, 
where state and community 
leaders met with Volkswagen 
offi cials and sought to 
persuade Volkswagen 
suppliers to locate facilities in 
Tennessee. 

Warren County Mayor John 

Pelham, Cumberland County 
Mayor Brock Hill and 
Cookeville-Putnam County 
Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director George 
Halford attended from the 
U.C.

“Doing business with 
German fi rms is process 
based,” Hill observed. “This 
trade mission was the fi rst 
step in that process. The 
friendships and contacts we 
made during the mission will 
be further developed as the 
chosen suppliers are 
announced by Volkswagen.”

The trade mission was 
organized following an 

invitation by the leadership 
of Volkswagen AG to Gov. 
Phil Bredesen to visit the 
company’s global 
headquarters in Wolfsburg, 
Germany. Bredesen met with 
Dr. Martin Winterkorn, 
chairman, board of 
management of Volkswagen 
AG, Dr. Jochem Heizmann, 
member, board of 
management with 
responsibility for group 
production, and with Frank 
Fischer, chief executive 
offi cer of the Chattanooga 
production facility.

“I defi nitely was impressed 
with what I saw while we 

SEE BIZBUZZ PG. 9

UCTA names new 
director, board

Ruth Dyal has joined the Upper 
Cumberland Tourism Association 
as the new executive director. 

“This region has so much 
to offer,” said Dyal. “We have 
everything from outstanding arts 
to breathtaking, unspoiled natural 
beauty, and most importantly, 
friendly people that make every 
visitor feel welcome. I’m delighted 
to have the opportunity to 
represent and promote this area.” 

The purpose of the UCTA is to 
increase the economic impact of 
tourism in the 14 county region 
of the Upper Cumberland. These 
counties include Cannon, Clay, 
Cumberland, DeKalb, Fentress, 
Jackson, Macon, Overton, Pickett, 
Putnam, Smith, Van Buren, Warren 
and White. The organization is 
made up of local businesses, 
governments, chambers of 
commerce and individuals. 
UCTA also serves as a promotion 
vehicle for the region, working 
cooperatively with the state and 
other organizations to promote 
the Upper Cumberland region. 

Dyal, a native of Germany, has 
been an active member of the 
community since moving to the 
Upper Cumberland in 2002. Most 
recently she served as coordinator 
of the Upper Cumberland Quilt 
Festival and Quilt Trail 2000. 

 “With signifi cant professional 
experience in international 
relations and a record of 
community service, Ruth will help 
the Upper Cumberland Tourism 
Association expand its presence in 
the region served,” said Suzanne 
Williams, UCTA Chairman. 

CLAUDIA JOHNSON
Editor-In-Chief

Good news for the Upper 
Cumberland during 2008 has 
been Corrections Corporation 
of America’s construction of a 
2,040-bed correctional center 
with an estimated total capital 
investment of approximately 

$143 million at Hartsville in 
the PowerCom Industrial Park.

However, there is more 
positive news from the 
PowerCom Industrial Center, 
owned and operated by the 
Four Lake Authority 
comprised of Trousdale, 
Macon, Smith, Sumner and 
Wilson counties. The Business 

Incubator Program located 
inside the park currently 
leases 12 buildings totaling 
118,430 square feet to 10 
entities.

The following is a summary 
of graduates and tenants 
supplied by the Four Lake 
Authority illustrating the 
success of the incubator 

program.
• A.P. Hicks Ent. Inc. began 

operations Aug. 11, 2007, in 
the 12,000 square-foot 
Power Stores building, 
including two mobile trailer 
offi ces located there. This 
industry manufactures 
mowers for state/county/city 

U.C. Incubator program works for Four Lake Authority
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Good news on the horizon for U.C. manufacturing 
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Cutting

Friday, Dec. 12, 2008 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Community
Family Day 
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10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Photos: submitted by Brock Hill

Cookeville-Putnam County Chamber President George Halford, Rainer Heumann, State of Tennessee, 
Director of European Offi ce, Cumberland County Mayor Brock Hill and Warren County Mayor John 
Pelham attended a reception in Berlin at the VW dealership after touring the VW plant in Wolfsburg, 
Germany. VW’s American plant will be located in the Chattanooga area and is expected to impact the 
U.C. through location of new suppliers and contracts with existing suppliers.
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